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SUB J : VOLTAN AMBASSADOR REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN 
OBTAINING MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

REF: STATE 21 1207 

1 . AS FAR AS UPPER VOLTA IS CONCERNED, THE BORDER 
DISPUTE WILL NOT BE OFFICIALLY OVER UNTIL BORDER HAS 
BEEN MARKED, EVEN IF IT MEANS MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO 
SATISFY MALI'S PRIDE. THERE IS NO DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN NORMALIZED 
AND THAT THE BORDER HAS BEEN QUIET FOR MANY MONTHS. 

AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THERE ARE NO RESTRICTIONS ON BORDER 
CROSSINGS. VOLTANS GO TO MALI AND MALIANS GO TU UPPER 
VOLTA EXACTLY AS THEY DID PRIOR TO THE INCIDENTS OF 
DECEMBER 1974. PRESIDENT LAMIZANA TOLD THE MBASSADOR 
RECENTLY THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF MALIAN CHILDREN WERE 
SPENDING THE SUMMER WITH RELATIVES IN BOBO-DIOULASSO. 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR SOME HAS TOLD US THAT ONLY REASON 
UPPER VOLTA DID NOT ACCEDE TO MALI'S REQUEST FOR 
REOPENING VOLTAN EMBASSY IN BAMAKO WAS LACK OF FUNDS 
AND NECESSITY OF OPENING EMBASSY IN GABON WHERE LARGE 
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RAILROAD. 

2. WE MUST KEEP IN MIND THAT BORDER DISPUTE BETWEEN 
MALI AND UPPER VOLTA HAD EXISTED FOR MANY YEARS PRIOR TO 
DECEMBER 1974. THERE WAS NO BAN THEN ON SALES OF MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT TO UPPER VOLTA AND MALI. INDEED, AS DEPARTMENT 
WELL KNOWS. BORDER DISPUTES ARE NOTHING NEW AMONG 
AFRICAN STATES AND WE SUSPECT THAT USG IS PRESENTLY 
SELLING OR EVEN GIVING ARMS TO AFRICAN STATES HAVING 
FAR MORE SERIOUS BORDER DISPUTES WITH THEIR 
NEIGHBORS. SINCE LEADERS OF BOTH COUNTRIES (MALIAN 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE DOUKARA AND VOLTAN INTERIOR 
MINISTER SOME) HAVE BOTH STATED PUBLICY THAT BORDER 
DISPUTE IS OVER (OUAGADOUGOU 2083. BAMAKO 2321) IT 
SEEMS TO US THAT USG WOULD BE ENTIRELY JUSTIFIED IN LIFT- 
ING BAN ON SALES OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO UPPER VOLTA AND 
MALL IF WE DO NOT, WE CAN EXPECT THAT FRANCE, WHICH 
EXHORTED US TO ESTABLISH BAN IN FIRST PLACE AND THEN 
MADE A MASSIVE SALE OF ARMS TO UPPER VOLTA, WOULD AGAIN 
END UP WITH A MOST PROFITABLE ARMS DEAL. 

GRAHAM 
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